A S the accident which I am about to relate is one of those which seldom occurs, I am in hopes that its detail may excite some interest, and may induce practitioners to investigate more accurately the phenomena consequent upon the introduction of extraneous substances into the upper portions of the digestive system.
A stout healthy unmarried servant woman, 24 years of age, while breakfasting on her usual meal of stirabout, (i. e. oatmeal porridge,) and milk, swallowed a piece of a broken delft plate, which had been inadvertently mixed in the mess. The foreign body pierced the oesophagus on the right side, midway between the cricoid cartilage and the sternum, in which situation it became impacted. She soon afterwards made an ineffectual attempt to excite vomiting, which was followed by the discharge of some blood from the mouth; and a similar kind of discharge supervened upon the passage of a probang, by which she thought the bit of delft was displaced; as she experienced at the same moment a very considerable degree of pain. In the course of the day she made several fruitless efforts to swallow, and passed a restless night from the soreness of her throat. 
